
 Staff Summary Report 
 
Development Review Commission Date:  04/10/07  Agenda Item Number:  __4___ 
  
 SUBJECT:  Hold a public meeting for a Development Plan Review for ACURA OF TEMPE 

located at 7800 South Autoplex Loop. 
 
 DOCUMENT NAME: DRCr_AcuraOfTempe _041007  PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
  
 SUPPORTING DOCS:  Yes 
 
 COMMENTS: Hold a public meeting for Acura of Tempe (PL070060) (Robert Thurston, 

Eclipse IV / Jake Bailey L.L.C., owner; George Sheller, Sheller Architecture, 
Inc., applicant) for a three level inventory storage parking structure alongside 
the existing dealership.  The site is +/- 4.998 acres and is in the General 
Industrial District and the Southwest Overlay district.  The request includes the 
following: 

  
DPR07046 – Development Plan Review including site plan, building 
elevations, and landscape plan. 

  
 PREPARED BY:  Kevin O’Melia, Senior Planner (480-350-8432) 
 REVIEWED BY: Lisa Collins, Planning Director (480-350-8989) 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A  
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval, subject to conditions (1 - 20). 
 
 ADDITIONAL INFO:  
  Gross/Net site area  +/- 4.998 acres 
 Building area    55,783 s.f. (37,738 s.f. dealer & 18,045 s.f. garage)  

Lot Coverage    25.60 % (100% maximum allowed)    
Dealer Bldg Height +/- 30 ft. (60 ft. maximum allowed) 
Garage Bldg Height +/- 25 ft. 
Dealer Bld’g setbacks +/- 176 ft. front; 57 ft. south; 113 ft. north; 98 ft. rear 
Garage Bld’g setbacks +/- 309 ft. front; 281 ft. south; 0 ft. north; 40 ft. rear  
Landscaped area  10 % (10 % minimum required) 

 Vehicle Parking  +/- 491 spaces provided (153 spaces required)  
 Bicycle Parking  8 spaces required (8 spaces required) 
 
 A neighborhood meeting is not required with this application. 
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  A successful dealership requires additional parking for product inventory.  

Given the limitation of space, the architect has designed a three level garage 
to accommodate the volume of inventory required for the business.  The 
parking structure is located within an existing parking area behind the 
dealership.  The structure is located at the north property line to minimize 
modification to the existing service yard and preserve an emergency lane 
around the dealership.  
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CONTENTS: 
  1. List of Attachments 
  2.  Comments / Reasons for Approval 
 2-5. Conditions of Approval  
  6. History & Facts / Zoning & Development Code Reference 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

A. Location Map 
B. Aerial Photo 
C. Letter of Explanation / Design Narrative 
D. Architect’s Memorandum, Parking Space Size 
E. Site Plan 
F. Site Plan Project Information 1/2 
G. Site Plan Project Information 2/2 
H. South & East Elevations, sheet A3.1 
I. North & West Elevations, sheet A3.2 
J. Section, sheet A.4 
K. Ground Floor Plan, sheet A5.1 
L. Second Floor Plan, sheet A5.2 
M. Roof Plan, sheet A5.3 
N. Preliminary Grading & Drainage Plan sheet 1 of 3 
O. Preliminary Grading & Drainage Plan, sheet 2 of 3 
P. Preliminary Grading & Drainage Plan, sheet 3 of 3  
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COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting an approval for a parking structure.  The area that the parking structure will 
occupy is an existing dealership surface parking area and a landscape retention basin.  The garage is 
18,045 s.f. in area and includes three levels.  The garage is located on the north side of a five acre site that 
contains an existing Acura dealership. 
 
The garage is utilitarian in design, with elevations that consist of exposed concrete masonry units and pre-
cast concrete shear walls.  Both materials of these walls are painted “mindful gray” to compliment the color of 
the existing E.I.F.S. wall surfaces on the dealership.  The structure is approximately 25 ft. tall and includes 
parking on the roof deck as well as an intermediate and a ground floor level.  The first and second levels of 
the structure are entirely closed on the north elevation, where a masonry wall stands at the property line.  
The structure is approximately fifty percent open on the other three elevations. 
 
Staff has conditioned increased landscape in the yard south and west of the parking structure to replace the 
landscape lost in the way of the structure and to restore the minimum required landscape area for the site.  
Staff has also conditioned canopies for the areas of roof level parking to deflect solar gain fro the mass of the 
structure and provide a concealed mounting for security lights for this level.  
 
REASONS FOR APPROVAL: 
1. The project meets the General Plan Projected Land Use for this site. 
2. The project is within the GID, General Industrial District. 
3. The project, including as allowed by previously approved variances, will meet the development standards 

required under the Zoning and Development Code. 
 
DPR 07046  
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
EACH NUMBERED ITEM IS A DESIGN CONDITION OF APPROVAL.  DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION MAY MODIFY, 
DELETE OR ADD TO THESE CONDITIONS.  THE BULLET ITEMS REFER TO EXISTING CODE OR ORDINANCE THAT 
PLANNING STAFF OBSERVES ARE PERTINENT TO YOUR CASE.  THE BULLET ITEMS ARE INCLUDED TO ALERT THE 
DESIGN TEAM AND ASSIST IN OBTAINING A BUILDING PERMIT.  THE BULLET ITEMS ARE NOT AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST. 
 
General 
1. Submit your drawings to the Development Services Building Safety Division for building permit by April 

10, 2008 or the Development Plan approval will expire. 
 

• Verify all comments by the Public Works Department, Development Services Department, and Fire 
Department given on the Preliminary Site Plan Reviews dated May 19, 2006 and February 14, 2007.  
Direct questions related to specific comments to the appropriate department.  Coordinate modifications 
with concerned parties during building plan check process.  Planning staff reviews construction documents 
as part of the building plan check process to ensure consistency with the Development Plan approval. 

 
• Under an agreement between the City of Tempe and the State of Arizona, Water Conservation Reports are 

required for landscape and domestic water use for this project. As applicable, have the landscape architect 
and the mechanical engineer prepare reports and submit them with the construction drawings during the 
building plan check process.  Report example is contained in Office Procedure Directive # 59, available from 
Building Safety (480-350-8341).  Contact Water Resources (Pete Smith 480-350-2668) if there are any 
questions regarding the purpose or content of the water conservation reports. 

 
• The project site does not have an Archaeologically Sensitive designation.  However, State and Federal 

laws apply to the discovery of features or artifacts during site excavation (typically, the discovery of human 
or associated funerary remains).  Where such a discovery is made, contact the Arizona State Historical 
Museum (520-621-6302) for removal and repatriation of the items.  Contact the Tempe Historic 
Preservation Officer (Joe Nucci 480-350-8870) if questions regarding this process. 
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• Specific requirements of the Zoning and Development Code are not listed as a condition of approval, but 

will apply to any application.  To avoid unnecessary review time, and reduce the potential for multiple plan 
check submittals, it is necessary that the design team be familiar with the Zoning and Development Code 
(ZDC), which can be accessed through www.tempe.gov, to ‘Tempe in Touch’, to ‘Government’, to 
‘Documents’ and to ‘Zoning and Development Code’, or purchased at Development Services. 

 
• Standard Details: 

• Tempe Standard “T” details may be accessed through www.tempe.gov/engineering or purchased 
from the Engineering Division, Public Works Department. 

• Tempe Standard “DS” details for refuse enclosures may be accessed through 
www.tempe.gov/tdsi/bsafety or may be obtained at Development Services. 

 
Site Plan 
2. Increase landscape site area to minimum ten percent of net site area.  Project Information indicates a 

deficiency, which is reflected by the removal of existing landscape to make way for the parking structure.  
Remove asphalt, including surface parking spaces and striped borders to south and west of parking 
structure, to at least the minimum extent to increase site planting area to the area required.  Examples of 
areas that may receive landscape include north and west of the proposed refuse enclosure and in the 
landscape strip along the west property line adjacent to the parking structure. 

 
3. Modify storm water retention system to accommodate the parking structure addition.  Incorporate the 

following Engineering Division comments (Chris Kabala 480-350-8341) into the retention system and 
related site plan modifications. 
a. Existing retention basin between east end of parking structure and service reception canopy will 

require a drywell if basin depth is greater than 12”. 
b. Design parking structure so existing drywells under ramp and proposed tanks under north drive aisle 

are accessible to maintenance trucks. 
 
4. Gate to parking structure and gate to service yard: 

a. Provide emergency ingress device (“Opticom” or other) for gates, subject to approval of Fire 
Department (Jim Walker 480-350-8341).  Generally, security, ingress and egress features of gate and 
accompanying fence are subject, respectively, to Planning, Fire, Building Safety review during building 
plan check process. 

b. Match standard of construction and finish of gates and fence installed at parking structure and 
between structure and dealership to existing gate south of dealership.  In particular, design gates and 
fence to restrict unauthorized access. 

 
5. Do not overhang the fire lane with any cable or device (security light, tree canopy, etc.) that is less than 

14’-0” above paving. 
 
6. Reorient the refuse pad slightly so it faces directly the fire lane coming from the southeast.  Construct the 

pad in accordance with standard detail DS-116 except, optionally, delete the screen wall that faces 
northeast.  The rear and southwest walls that face the freeway are required. 

 
7. Place exterior, freestanding reduced pressure and double check backflow assemblies in pre-

manufactured, pre-finished, lockable cages (one assembly per cage).  If backflow prevention or similar 
device is for a 3” or greater water line, delete cage and provide a masonry screen wall that matches site 
wall surfaces and follows the requirements of Standard Detail T-214.   

  
• Underground electric (and other, if any) utility to parking structure.  Coordinate site layout with utility 

provider and provide access easement (if a public line) that is satisfactory to the provider. 
 

http://www.tempe.gov/
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• Clearly indicate property lines, the dimensional relation of the buildings to the property lines and the 
separation of the buildings from each other. 

 
• Verify location of any easements, or other property restrictions and ensure no conflict exists with the site 

layout or foundation design. 
 
• Parking spaces: 

• Where surface parking is modified and striped spaces are provided, provide spaces of size that 
complies with ZDC, Sec. 4-601 through 4-606. 

• Verify conformance of accessible vehicle parking to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(42 U.S.C.A. §12101 ET SEQ.) and the Code of Federal Regulations Implementing the Act (28 
C.F.R., Part 36, Appendix A, Sections 4.1 and 4.6).  Refer to Standard Detail T-360 for parking 
layout and accessible parking signs. 

 
Floor Plans 
8. Provide primary and secondary striping of parking structure spaces as follows:  

a. Provide primary striping in the parking structure at 8.5 ft. x 18 ft.  Indicate this quantity of parking in the 
Project Information for the parking structure.  Conform to ZDC Sec. 4-601 through 4-606 in every 
aspect of the primary parking layout.   

b. Provide secondary striping or other demarcation in a different color with numbers for inventory.  The 
secondary striping or demarcation may include tandem parking, as is indicated on the ground floor and 
roof plans.  This tandem parking will not require a use permit because the quantity of parking and the 
planning review is based on the primary parking.  The secondary striping or demarcation may be at the 
size stipulated by the dealership. 

 
9. Provide complete design for the fenced and gated yard in the southwest corner of the parking structure 

roof plan.  Include the following: height of enclosure and whether enclosure has a roof.  Indicate the 
material and finish of the enclosure fence.  Provide a semi-opaque screen adjacent to parking and drive 
aisle to maximize visual surveillance.  Describe the purpose of the enclosure.  Swing gate into a drive aisle 
or an area not demarcated with primary parking spaces.  Consider relocation of this enclosure to the east 
area on the roof opposite the head of the drive ramp. 

 
10. Maintain open rail stair design to maximize visual surveillance on and surrounding vertical pedestrian 

circulation. 
 
11. Paint interior vertical and overhead surfaces in garage floor levels with a highly reflective white color.  The 

maximum 75 percent reflectance value for exterior colors and materials does not apply to these interior 
surfaces. 

 
Building Elevations 
12. In lieu of light standards mounted to the roof level of the parking structure, provide canopies over the roof 

parking spaces and illuminate the roof spaces and drive aisles from the underside of the canopies.  
Design canopies to the following standards: 
a. Provide material and finish at upper side of canopy with light reflectance value of 75 percent or 

less. 
b. Conceal lighting conduit to greatest extent possible in the folds of the canopy structure and 

finish conduit to match surroundings. 
c. Position light in canopy to direct light to interior of garage deck and away from perimeter. 
d. Relate canopy in color and architectural detailing to the parking structure and dealership.     

 
13. Conceal roof drainage system within the interior of the parking structure.  Minimize visible, external 

features, such as overflows, and where needed design these to enhance the architecture of the building. 
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14. Incorporate lighting, address signs, incidental equipment attachments (alarm klaxons, security cameras, 
etc.) where exposed into the design of the building elevations so that the architecture is enhanced by 
these elements. 

 
15. Exposed conduit, piping, etc. is not allowed unless a creative conduit surface design that compliments the 

architecture is reviewed and approved by the Development Review Commission. 
 
• Measure height of parking structure from top of curb on Autoplex Loop opposite the center front of the 

property.  
 

• Provide colors and materials with a light reflectance value of 75 percent or less.  Specific colors and 
materials exhibited on the materials sample board are approved by planning staff.  Submit any additions or 
modifications for review during building plan check process.  Planning inspection staff field verifies colors 
and materials during construction. 

 
Lighting 
16. Provide a photometric plan of each of the three parking structure levels.  Additionally, provide a 

photometric site plan of the surrounding dealership yard. 
 
• Follow requirements of ZDC Sec. 4-801 through 4-805 and the guidelines listed in the ZDC under 

Appendix E “Photometric Plan.”  Do this for security illumination of the parking structure and the 
surrounding dealership area that has been disturbed by the addition of the parking structure. 

 
Landscape 
17. In landscape areas that were formerly asphalt, de-compact soil, remove asphalt, aggregate base and 

other debris from planting areas and extend irrigation system as required into the planting areas. 
  
18. Increase tree planting to the south and west of the garage.  Provide at least four canopy trees of minimum 

24” box size at installation.  Position trees so the canopies do not interfere with the fire lane (trees that 
extend over fire lane require a canopy of at least 14’-0” for fire and refuse trucks).  Extend irrigation 
system as required to irrigate these trees. 

 
19. Repair damage to existing landscape or irrigation caused by this construction.  Provide a commercial 

grade, hard pipe (poly-vinyl chloride) irrigation system that matches the design and details used for the 
irrigation system of the dealership. 

 
•  Follow requirements of ZDC Sec. 4-701 through 4-804 and the guidelines listed in the ZDC under 

Appendices B and C “2’ and 3’ Plant List.”  Do this for completion of landscape modifications associated 
with the parking structure. 

 
Signage 
20. For the parking structure, provide one dealership address sign on the south elevation, centered on the 

masonry shear wall near the southwest corner, and one on the east elevation, also centered on the 
masonry shear wall.  Approximate the height of these signs with that of the existing address signs on the 
dealership. 
a. Conform to the following guidelines for building address signs: 

1) Provide street number only, not the street name. 
2) Compose of 12” high, individual mount, metal reverse pan channel characters. 
3) Adjust locations on building so sign is unobstructed by trees, vines, etc. 
4) Do not affix a number or letter to the parking structure that might be mistaken for the address. 
 

• Follow requirements of ZDC Sec. 4-903 (A) for address sign illumination and background contrast 
requirements. 
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HISTORY & FACTS: 
April 5, 1989 The Design Review Board approved the request for a site plan and landscape plan for 

AUTOPLEX.  This entire project was addressed as 1725 West Elliot Road.  The 
project is in the I-1, Light Industrial District and the Southwest Overlay District. 

 
June 29, 1989 The City Council approved the request for AUTOPLEX.  This subdivision originally 

included 26 parcels.  The original lot 2, a parcel of 20 acres, was located in the 
northwest portion of the subdivision. 

 
August 24, 2000 The City Council approved the request by AUTOPLEX LOT 2 (Sun Automotive Group, 

George Brochick, property owner) for an Amended Final Subdivision Plat for two lots 
consisting of lot 2A (6.24 acres) and 2B (1.50 acres, on the south side of 2A).  The two 
lots together were 7.74 acres and were addressed as 7800 South Autoplex Loop. 

 
December 5, 2001 The Design Review Board approved a request for building elevations, site and 

landscape plans for TEMPE HONDA at 7900 South Autoplex Loop.  The vacant 
portion of the north part of site became the site for Acura of Tempe. 

 
January 18, 2002 The City Council approved the request for a Final Plat for AUTOPLEX LOTS 31 and 

32.  Lot 31 is 4.99 acres and lot 32 is 1.25 acres on the south side of lot 31.  The two 
lots together make up the area of lot 2A mentioned in the August 24, 2000 entry 
above.  Lot 32 is the northern piece of the proposed Tempe Honda project mentioned 
in the December 5, 2001 entry above.  Lot 31 is the site proposed for Acura of Tempe 
and is addressed as 7800 South Autoplex Loop. 

 
August 6, 2002 The Hearing Officer approved two variances for ACURA OF TEMPE located at 7800 

South Autoplex Loop in the I-1, Light Industrial and Southwest Overlay Districts.  The 
variances are as follows: 
a. Delete required 15 gallon trees in the parking lot landscape islands and site 

perimeter over the gas line easement (60’ wide). 
b. Delete the required parking lot landscape islands (in the service yard) at every 15 

spaces and at the end stalls. 
    

August 7, 2002  The Design Review Board approved the building elevations, site plan and landscape 
plan for ACURA OF TEMPE located at 7800 South Autoplex Loop in the I-1, Light 
Industrial and Southwest Overlay Districts. 

 
November 6, 2002 In post-session discussion at the meeting of November 6, 2002, the Design Review 

Board approved the building elevation modifications for ACURA OF TEMPE.  The 
modification consists of the replacement of an exposed masonry wainscot on the east 
(entrance) north and south elevations with a “Dryvit” E.I.F.S. wainscot.  The E.I.F.S. 
wainscot shall be Kings Grey color and Quartsputz texture. 

 
 
ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFERENCE: 
Section 6-306, Development Plan Review 
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	REASONS FOR  APPROVAL: 

